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PUBLIC SALE AND USE OF FIREWORKS-2016 

The following information is intended to help our residents and those that do business in 
Warminster Township understand the Pennsylvania and Federal Laws regulating the sale 
and use of fireworks and similar products that we have taken to accept as "fireworks". 

There are two types of fireworks: Display and Consumer.  

· Display fireworks are those that you see during large shows on the 4th of July and 
after the Phillies games. They are not available to the general public.  

· Consumer fireworks are available to the public in many states; however, they are 
illegal to use or possess in Pennsylvania unless you are a dealer.  

Ø Sparkling devices, Novelties and Caps: associated with consumer fireworks 
are other items that are considered sparkling devices, novelties and caps, these 
are legal. They may say fireworks on the package but they are not considered 
Consumer Fireworks by Pennsylvania law. 

Consumer fireworks include firecrackers, bottle rockets, skyrockets, and Roman candles 
among others.  Use or possession of consumer fireworks is a summary offense. 

State law prohibits the use of Consumer and Display Fireworks in Pennsylvania without a 
permit. 

Items defined as “ground and hand-held sparkling devices”, “novelties” and “toy caps” in 
American Pyrotechnics Association (APA) Standard 87-1 are not currently regulated by State 
Law; therefore, their sale and use are permissible. These “non-fireworks” are the only types 
allowed to be sold from tents, stands, convenience stores, retail establishments and other 
various outlets not licensed by the Department of Agriculture. (Title 35, Chapter 13A, 
Sections 1271 & 1275) 

The bottom line is that if it leaves the ground or is a firecracker, it is still illegal to possess or 
use in Pennsylvania and can be confiscated and a citation issued.   

Finally, keep in mind that the use of these sparklers, fountains and novelty devices can 
cause severe burns and eye injuries. They burn hot! They have caused and will cause 
damage to buildings and cars. If you use these items, use common sense. BE SAFE!! 

Reference: Pennsylvania Title 35. Health and Safety/Chapter 13A- Fireworks and Explosives 

 



 


