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PUBLIC SALE AND USE OF FIREWORKS-2018 
 

KEY POINTS: 
*Minimum 18 years old *Not under the influence (Sober) 

*More than 150 feet from structures and vehicles *Permission from property owner 
 
The following information is intended to help our residents and those that do business in Warminster Township understand 
the new Pennsylvania Laws regulating the sale and use of consumer fireworks and similar products. 
 
There are two types of fireworks: Display and Consumer.  

• Display fireworks are those that you see during large shows on the 4th of July and after the Phillies games. They are 
not available to the general public.  

• Consumer fireworks are now available to the public. These include (but not limited) bottle rockets, roman candles, 
mine and shell devices, etc.  These are defined as any combustible or explosive composition or any substance or 
combination of substances which is intended to produce visible or audible effects by combustion, is suitable for use 
by the public, complies with the construction, performance, composition and labeling requirements promulgated by 
the Consumer Products Safety Commission in 16 CFR (relating to commercial practices) or any successor regulation 
and complies with the provisions for "consumer fireworks" as defined in APA 87-1 or any successor standard, the 
sale, possession and use of which shall be permitted throughout this Commonwealth. 

• M-80s, M-100s, Quarter-sticks, Half-sticks, and cherry bombs, which are illegal in most of the U.S., remain illegal 
in Pennsylvania. 

 
A person who is at least 18 years of age and meets the requirements below may purchase, possess, and use consumer 
fireworks if; 

• They do not use them within 150 feet of a structure, vehicle, or place of business or residence (occupied or not). 
• They have the permission of the property owner 
• They do not use them within, from or into a building 
• They do not use them within, from or into a motor vehicle 
• They do not use them at another person 
• They do not use them while under the influence of alcohol, a controlled substance or another drug. 

 
In addition to previously allowed devices; the sales of consumer fireworks from temporary structures (tents) are limited to the 
following: 

(1)  Helicopter, Aerial Spinner (APA 87-1, 3.1.2.3). 
(2)  Roman Candle (APA 87-1, 3.1.2.4). 
(3)  Mine and shell devices not exceeding 500 grams. 

 
 

BE SAFE, SENSIBLE and CONSIDERATE.  Improper use can cause severe injury and property damage. 
 


